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Town of Palm Beach United Way continues hurricane relief
fundraising efforts with new challenge gifts totaling $50,000

Sandy and George Garfunkel and Elizabeth and Jerome Levy will match donations
dollar-for-dollar; Hurricane lan Recovery Fund has raised over $500,000 to date

For Immediate Release — October 12, 2022
Contact: Aleese Kopf, 561-655-1919 or aleesekopf@palmbeachunitedway.org

New challenge gifts from Sandy and George Garfunkel and Elizabeth and Jerome Levy will
allow the Town of Palm Beach United Way to continue fundraising to support emergency relief
efforts along Florida’s Gulf Coast following the devastation caused by Hurricane lan. Together,
the couples will match donations to the Hurricane lan Recovery Fund dollar-for-dollar up to
$50,000.

“It will take years for some of these families to recover, especially seniors, low-income
populations, people with medical conditions and other vulnerable residents,” said Sandy and
George Garfunkel. George Garfunkel is a member of the Board of Trustees. “As they go
without a bed to call their own and a place to make a comforting meal, a financial contribution
to help provide immediate assistance is the least we can do.”

To date, the fund has raised over $500,000 thanks to previous matching gifts from the
Cathleen McFarlane Foundation, Irwin and Ginny Edlavitch, Danielle Moore, Barbara and
Richard Rothschild, Susan and Dom Telesco and Norma and Bill Tiefel.

“Being from Sarasota, just north of much of the damage, we are honored to join our friends
George and Sandy to help people in Florida impacted by Hurricane lan,” said Elizabeth and
Jerome Levy. “We hope our matching gift will encourage others to continue donating.”

The Hurricane lan Recovery Fund was created on September 29 to help with short term relief
efforts along Florida’s Gulf Coast. A total of $250,000 has been distributed to Americares
($50,000), Global Empowerment Mission ($75,000), Project HOPE ($50,000) and World Central
Kitchen (75,000). The agencies are using the funds to provide food, water, healthcare,
medicines, clothing, hygiene kits, baby supplies, and other emergency aid items to tens of
thousands of residents in need.

World Central Kitchen is providing meals to residents in Lee County, including Port Charlotte,
Cape Coral, North Port, Fort Myers, Englewood, Arcadia, and Pine Island. With the help of
restaurant and food partners and their signature paella pans, World Central Kitchen has
distributed more than 500,000 hot meals and sandwiches, as well as truckloads of clean water
to people in six counties.

"We are so grateful for this support from the Town of Palm Beach United Way," said Jason
Collis, WCK's Vice President of Relief. "This generous gift will help us keep cooking to provide
fresh, nourishing meals to communities that continue to feel Hurricane lan's impact.”

The Town of Palm Beach United Way is in the process of identifying additional organizations
providing direct aid to residents in the hardest hit areas of Lee, Charlotte and Collier counties.

To donate visit www.palmbeachunitedway.org, call 561-655-1919 or send a check. Please
make checks payable to Town of Palm Beach United Way with “Hurricane lan” in the memo
and mail to 44 Cocoanut Row, Suite M201, Palm Beach, FL 33480.
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CLASS OF 2023

Suzanne Ainslie
Jay Boodheshwar
Paula Butler
Mark Cook
Carla Cove
Christine Curtis
Christina Dennis
Sheila Fine
Mary Freitas
Juliana Gendelman
Darlene Jordan
Beth Lang
Matthew Lorentzen
Danielle Moore
Tom Quick
Cater Randolph
Joyce Reingold
Christine Stiller
Jessica Surovek
Dom Telesco
Simone Vickar
Rebecca Williams
Bob Wright

CLASS OF 2024

James Borynack
Nancy Brinker
Kristen Kelly Fisher
George Garfunkel

Felicia Taylor Gottsegen

Stephen Hall, Ir.
Vicky Hunt
Ellen Jaffe

Jason Kalisman

Josephine Kalisman

Roberta Kozloff

Jeff Marcus
Heidi Niblack
Daniel Ponton

Richard Rothschild

John Scarpa
Laurie Silvers

Robbi Toll
Susan Wright
Mark Zeidman

CLASS OF 2025

Missy Agnello
Sean Baker
Howard Bernick
Sandra Bornstein
Jorge Cabrera
Atesh Chandra
Wendy Cox
Ginny Edlavitch
Gail Engelberg
Lee Gordon
Ann Heathwood
Brian Hurley
Paulette Koch
Bill Mack
David Mack

Cara Coniglio McClure

Pamela Mclver
Bill Meyer
Trip Moore

Hess Musallet
Rita Nowak

Michael Pucillo

Farley Rentschler
Stephanie Ribakoff

Laing Rogers
Lyn Ross
Bill Tiefel

Betsy Turner
Debra Vasilopoulos
Kathryn Vecellio
Beth Wilf
Lisa Wilkinson
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HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

Michael Bracci
Gail Coniglio
Patricia Cook

Diana Ecclestone

Michele Kessler

Sidney Kohl
Paul Leone

Margaret Luntz
Sydelle Meyer

Anita Michaels
Lesly Smith



